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SUMMER SCHEDULE

The North Country
Catholic is now on sum-
mer schedule and prints
every other week.

There will be no news-
paper next week. The
next edition will be July
20.

NFP Week:
‘Called to the
joy of love’

During National Family
Planning (NFP) Awareness
Week, celebrated from
July 24 to 30, the Church
calls our attention to mar-
ried love and to the bless-
ings of children. The
Church invites us to
deepen our understand-
ing of God'’s plan for mar-
riage and sexuality.

Learn more, including
how a Lake Placid family
is living the call to the joy
of love in their marriage
and lives in this NFP edi-
tion of the Country
Catholic.

Stories on Pages 4,8,9 & 10

ORDAINED A DEACON

BISHOP LAVALLEY TO

JESSE SOVIE/NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC
Bishop Terry R. LaValley ordained seminarian Lukas H. Gruber to the dia-
conate on June 25 at St. Mary’s Church in Potsdam. The full story in on

Page 3, and additional photos are on Page 16.

HONOR 33 WITH AWARDS

Bishop Terry R.LaValley will present awards for distinguished service to
thirty-three individuals during a special gathering on July 10,2022, begin-
ning at 2 p.m.at St.Mary’s Cathedral in Ogdensburg. The Celebration of the
Body of Christ, part of the 150th Anniversary of the Diocese of Ogdensburg,
will begin with a recital by Mr.Donald K. Fellows on the new Cathedral

organ,and a Holy Hour beginning at 3 p.m., during which the awards will

FULL STORY, PAGE 5

be presented. Bishop LaValley will honor thirty-three individuals in recogni-
tion of their dedicated service .

Pope: Elderly called to be 'teachers of tenderness'

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - The eld-
erly can find purpose in their old
age by teaching future genera-
tions about the value and impor-
tance of tenderness, Pope Francis
said.

Elderly men and women often
have "a special sensitivity for
care, for reflection and affection"
that is sorely needed in today's
war-torn world, the pope said in

a video message released by the
Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network
June 30.

"We are, or we can become,
teachers of tenderness. And in-
deed, we can!" he said. "In this
world accustomed to war, we
need a true revolution of tender-
ness."

At the start of each month, the
network posts a short video of

the pope offering his specific
prayer intention. For the month
of July, the pope dedicated his
prayer intention to the elderly.
The Catholic Church celebrates
the World Day for Grandparents
and the Elderly each July on the
Sunday closest to the feast of Sts.
Joachim and Anne, Jesus' grand-
parents. The celebration is July
24 this year.

In his video message, the pope
noted the high number of older
men and women in the world
compared to young people and
said that today, there are "many
plans for assistance for the old
age, but few plans for existence."

Nevertheless, grandparents and
the elderly can find meaning by
passing along their wisdom to fu-
ture generations, he said.
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[ couldn’t do it.

I was gathered with three
other individuals, a deacon, a
religious sister and another
person involved in
ministry, and I was
asked to lead a closing
prayer after we com-
pleted a discussion.

The request made [&8
me feel a sense of
panic. I was already [
very aware that I was
the person in the
room with the least .
theological training
and experience in
ministry. I was wor-
ried I'd stumble over words,
or I'd say something silly, and
I worried doing so would
show the others — people I re-
spect and love - that I was

Fargo

rey L.

I'll try to do it

“out of my league.”

[ couldn’t do it. I let my fear
and pride get in the way of
leading prayer, and [ declined
the suggestion
quickly and repeat-
edly.

I couldn’t bring my-
self to pray with oth-
ers, even though I
knew those “others” to
be kind, loving and
accepting people.

I thought of that in-
cident as I attended
the ordination of Dea-
con Lukas Gruber on
June 25 and as I read
Suzanne Pietropaoli’s story
about the Wenzler family in
Lake Placid (see the stories on
pages 3 and 9).

Here are people who are

not afraid to boldly follow
God’s call in their lives.

Deacon Gruber is living
boldly his willingness to
serve Christ and his Church
as a deacon and, God willing,
eventually as a priest.

The Wenzlers are boldly
following God’s call to be
open to love and life.

Deacon Gruber and the
Wenzlers have followed God’s
call in these areas despite liv-
ing in a culture that has nor-
malized serving our own
desires and wills, and they’ve
done so in ways that are very
visible and likely open them
up to people thinking they
are “silly” or “out of their
league.”

I'd like to think that all of
us, or at least most of us,

sometimes struggle with feel-
ing unworthy to do God’s will
and proclaim God’s word.
Let's be honest: We’re not
worthy.

But God asks us to do it
anyway. He asks us to bring
our unworthiness to him and
allow him to use it and us for
his glory.

I sincerely hope I'll have the
courage to respond to God’s
calls in my life as they pres-
ent themselves in the future.
While I'm sure I'll continue to
struggle with pride and feel-
ings of unworthiness, I am
committed to trying to follow
the lead of those God has
placed in my life to inspire
me.

With God’s help, I hope I'll
at least try to do it.

The Gospels

Today, I would like to bring
up something that I have
written about before and
rather often. As you may re-
member, I often encourage
you to recognize that most
Gospel stories that are read
at Mass are about us, you
and me, now in our time.
Today I want to share with
you a couple of such exam-
ples.

This morning, as I was cel-
ebrating Mass, a daily Mass,
and as I was offering a hom-
ily on the Gospel, I noticed
how this Gospel story was
about me and you. This
story from St. Matthew’s
Gospel described the apos-
tles crossing the sea in a
boat. Jesus was with them.
Suddenly a violent storm
blew up. The apostles were
frightened and disturbed.
They looked to Jesus for
help. Jesus stood up and ac-
tually calmed the storm.
Then Jesus said to them,
“Why are you terrified, O you
of little faith.”

This story is also about us.
Here Jesus teaches us even
now, just as he taught those
apostles that when we are
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with Jesus, that the terrible
storms in our lives will be
calmed. His message to us is
that fear has no place for
people of faith. Jesus wants
us to never forget that he is
always ready to calm our
storms, especially the fears
that disturb out lives, almost
every day. Life can be upset
by so many fears so very
often. Jesus speaks to us just
as he did to those apostles,
“Why are you terrified, O you
of little faith.”

Fear can be so debilitating.
It can cause us to lose all
confidence. It can cause us
to lose so much spirit in life.
Jesus calls us to be people of
faith and turn to the Lord as
the apostles did. Let us pray
for a strong, alive faith, ask-
ing the Lord to combat all
our fears. Faith is what re-
veals Christ’s presence on
our boats; faith is what per-

are about

mits God to console our
heart, calm our fears and
preserve our joy amid prob-
lems and fears. God gives us
the confidence we need to
face our fears.

Another example, — a story
that I noticed will be read in
this Sunday’s Mass: This
story begins as Jesus sends
seventy-two disciples out in
pairs to every town that
Jesus planned to visit him-
self. This story is also about
us. Even today Jesus contin-
ues to send us out — all sev-
enty-two of us - plus so
many more! We are being
called to bring ourselves and
to lead others to a closer re-
lationship with the Lord.
This is Jesus’ challenge for
us, “The harvest is abundant,
but the laborers are few; so
ask the master of the harvest
to send out laborers for this
harvest.”

Do you realize what Jesus
is saying? Now is the time to
transform our world. This
world of ours needs the
Lord’s message, but the Lord
needs us to be part of that
mission. Even today the
Lord’s call continues.

us

Jesus makes his message
very clear, the message of
peace, the peace of the Lord
for us all. Peace must be the
spirit of the Kingdom of
God. The Kingdom of God
means making our world a
place of love and peace. We
are marching out as the sev-
enty-two did.

This Gospel story goes on
to tell us that when the sev-
enty-two returned to Jesus,
they came back rejoicing.
They found their message
transforming, bringing
peace and love of the Lord to
others. They themselves
were changed also as they
brought the Lord’s call to
others. This story is ours, for
you and me.

So, each time you go to
Mass listen carefully to the
Gospel, or even better read
the Gospel for that Mass.
Take the time to find your-
self in the story each time
you participate in the Mass.
This will strengthen your re-
lationship with the Lord. He
was thinking of you. He was
thinking of each one of us,
when he was teaching on
this earth so long ago.
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By Darcy Fargo
Editor

POTSDAM - “What an ab-
solutely beautiful day for
the Church in the North
Country,” said Bishop Terry
R. LaValley, as he delivered
his homily during the ordi-
nation of seminarian Lukas
Gruber to the diaconate.
“Lukas, you have accepted
the invitation to give your-
self to Christ and to enter
the journey of life with
strong faith and a whole lot
of hope, choosing to leave
everything to follow Christ
in total service to him and
to our sisters and brothers.
Soon you will be advanced
to the Order of the Deacon
as a minister of word and
of charity. Our presence
here this morning attests to
our resolve to hold you in
prayer. Today, tomorrow,
every day.”

Deacon Gruber was or-
dained by Bishop LaValley
on June 25 at St. Mary’s
Church in Potsdam.

“You know we see it at
Mass often, maybe without
paying a whole lot of atten-
tion: Before the deacon
proclaims the Gospel, he
turns, and either kneeling
or standing, bows before
the provider to receive a
blessing,” Bishop LaValley
said. “The deacon is also
bowing to the Gospel he
will proclaim, showing in
this way his own obedient
submission to God’s word.
Lukas, as a minister of the
word, you proclaim the
saving good news of Jesus
Christ. Let he be founda-
tion of the lives of each and
of all who hear your words.
The blessing the provider
gives to the deacon is ‘may
the Lord be in your heart
and on your lips that you
may worthily proclaim the

Gospel.’ You know the dea- doesn’t mean you won't $1 5.00 Enclosed is my check for $__ for  directories
con cannot proclaim the ever get tired or even frus- ® Niiiiia

Gospel worthily with his trated, but it does mean eac

lips unless he first pos- thatyou will never, ever get Address

sesses it in his heart. On bored as long as you re- City State Zip

this, the memorial of the

Immaculate Heart of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, we re-
member that Mary con-
ceived the Word of God in
her heart before conceiving
him in her womb and
bringing him into the
world. She then treasured
in her heart all things hav-
ing to do with her son. Her
motherly heart was pierced
because of her obedience
to the father. Like Mary, the
deacon must conceive,
treasure and yes, even suf-
fer, the word of God in his
heart.”

Bishop LaValley re-
minded Deacon Gruber
that his life must reflect the
Gospel.

“It’s vitally important that
you possess a lifestyle in
conformity with the words
you preach so that the faith
you profess may be con-
formed by the manner
whereby you give witness
to God’s presence,” he said.

He also noted that living
his ministry will help Dea-
con Gruber grow in his re-
lationship with the Lord.

“Lukas, you know that
your ordination to the dia-
conate imprints on you a
sacred and permanent
character,” Bishop LaValley
said. “You will be sanctified
by the very ministry you
carry out — the ministry of
the Word, sacraments and
charity. As you enable your
sisters and brothers to
grow in their relationship
with Jesus Christ, your own
will grow in that process.
You see, you will open
yourself up to the grace of
this sacred order through
your praying, your preach-
ing and your celebrating of
the sacraments and serving
our sisters and brothers.
You will be strengthened
and renewed by and
through your ministry. It

member this sacred gift

you have received and
share.”

At the ordination Mass,
Connor Cummings ad
Linda MacDougall served
as lectors. Deacon Richard
Burns proclaimed the
Gospel. Deacon Brian
Dwyer presented the candi-
date, and Father Christo-
pher C. Carrara, diocesan
Vicar for Clergy and direc-
tor of Vocations and Semi-
niarans, read the “election
of the candidate.”

After he was ordained
through the laying on of
hands by the bishop and
the Prayer of Ordination,
Deacon Gruber was vested
in the stole and dalmatic by
Father Joseph Giroux.

He was then handed the
Book of the Gospels by
Bishop LaValley, and the
bishop and deacon repre-
sentatives offer a “fraternal
kiss of peace,” a hug, to the
newly ordained “as a wel-
come into the Order of
Deacons.”

Deacon Gruber is cur-
rently serving at St. Mary’s
in Ticonderoga and Our
Lady of Lourdes in Schroon
Lake while on summer as-
signment. He will return to
Pontifical College

Josephinum in Columbus,
Ohio, in August to com-
plete his seminary studies year.

DARCY FARGO/NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC
Deacon Lukas Gruber receives a ‘fraternal kiss of peace’ from Bishop Terry R.
LaValley during Deacon Gruber’s ordination on June 25. More pictures can

be found on page 16.

in preparation of ordina-
tion to the priesthood next
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Dear Sisters and Brothers
in Christ:

During the National
Family Planning Aware-
ness Week (July 24-30),
the Church calls our atten-
tion to married love and
to the blessings of chil-
dren. The Church invites
us to deepen our under-
standing of God’s plan for
marriage and sexuality.
Within that understand-
ing, we come to appreci-
ate the great gift offered
to married couples
through NFP.

In Marriage, Love and
Life in the Divine Plan, the
United States bishops re-
mind us that “the divine
plan, like the gift of mar-
riage itself, is something
we receive, not something
we construct or change to
fit our purposes. It is a
firm foundation, a truthful
guide, a trustworthy light
for the way.” Tragically,
God’s teaching on marital
love and the family is ig-
nored or discarded by
many. But, as this year’s
theme indicates, God’s
ways lead to the Joy of
Love. Darkness will not
overcome the Light, where
true happiness is found.

As we pray and study
the Scriptures, we learn
that God looks at the
world and human life dif-
ferently from human be-
ings with our limited
vision. His view encom-
passes the whole of the
human family and all the
ages for all eternity.
Today, for many, God’s
plan gives way to my plan.
Contraception and sterili-
zation - technological
means of preventing con-
ception — are tragic exam-
ples.

The Church teaches that
marriage is a lifelong part-
nership of the whole of
life, of mutual and exclu-
sive fidelity, between a
man and a woman, and or-
dered towards the good of

FOLLOW ME

Called to the joy of love

spouses and the procre-
ation and education of
children. God is the au-
thor of marriage. God has
endowed marriage
with certain essen-

tial attributes,
without which
marriage cannot

exist as God in-
tends.

The Church
speaks of an in-
separable connec-

tion between the Bjshop

two purposes of TerryR.

marriage: the good
of the spouses
themselves as well
as the procreation of chil-
dren. In their marriage
vows, the spouses pledge
love and fidelity for as
long as they live. The

LaValley

transmission of life is a
concrete realization of
this radical self-gift be-
tween a man and a
woman. Using
contraceptive
practices to close
off an act of inter-
course to the pos-
sibility of
procreation makes
the act signify
something less
than the unre-
served self-gift in-
tended in the
marriage promises.

It's no secret. A
couple’s responsi-
bility to serve life by being
open to children is being
rejected so frequently
today. There is a loss of
belief in the value of these

purposes when couples
treat, as separate choices,
the decision to get mar-
ried and then the decision
to have children. This in-
dicates a mentality in
which children are seen
not as integral to a mar-
riage but as optional.

Viable scientific meth-
ods of Natural Family
Planning are available to
support responsible par-
enthood. They represent
authentic family planning.
This practice fosters an at-
titude of respect for
human life, which is al-
ways sacred. It also fos-
ters profound respect for
one’s spouse.

I am grateful to Suzanne
and Angelo Pietropaoli,
Diocesan Directors of the

NFP Office. Through their
ministry as directors and
educators, we offer assis-
tance to families through-
out our diocese. Should
you like more information
about Natural Family Plan-
ning, please contact our
office. Let us all renew our
commitment to respect
human life and follow the
divine plan for marriage
and family life. Children -
treasured gifts for a life-
time into eternity!

Faithfully yours in Christ,

fﬁjzﬁwz,

Most Reverend
Terry R. LaValley
Bishop of Ogdensburg

Diocese of Ogdensburg
Natural Family Planning Office
518-483-0459
Email: apietropaoli@rcdony.org

\. Website: www.rcdony.org/nfp

P
piuid

Natural Family Planning, Supporting God’s gifts of love and life in marriage
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Thirty-three to be honored with awards

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
will present awards for
distinguished service to
thirty-three individuals
during a special gathering
on July 10, 2022, begin-
ning at 2 p.m. at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Ogdensburg.

The Celebration of the
Body of Christ, a gathering
which is part of the 150th
Anniversary of the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg, will
begin with a recital by Mr.
Donald K. Fellows on the
new Cathedral organ, and
a Holy Hour beginning at
3 p.m., during which the
awards will be presented.

Bishop LaValley will
honor thirty-three individ-
uals in recognition of their
dedicated service.

“It is most fitting to ac-
knowledge those who
have served the Body of
Christ in so many ways
across the years,” Bishop
LaValley said. “I am grate-
ful for all the faithful dis-
cipleship of these
wonderful people.”

The following individu-
als will be honored:
Nominee: Mr. Bruce P.
Bombard

Bruce radiates joy,
warmth and welcome in
his service at Saint Peter’s
Church in Massena and
the surrounding area. His
concern and compassion-
ate care for the breaved,
homebound, and suffer-
ing are inspiring. Bruce
has been very generous
with his time and talents,
including his ministry as a
greeter and Lector at
Mass. Bruce is a daily
communicant and a man
of prayer who has led
Liturgy of the Hours,
Rosary and Divine Mercy
devotions in the parish.
Nominee: Mrs. Jane A.
Boyea

Mrs. Jane Boyea is a life-
long parishioner of St.
Mary’s in Brushton. Her
generous sharing of her
time, talent and treasure
reflect her love for St.

Mary’s, the Diocese and
the Church. Jane is a past
Trustee, a member of St.
Mary’s Finance Council
and brings the Eucharist
to the homebound. A
Commissioned Lay Minis-
ter since 2013, she has
served on the CLA Advi-
sory Board and is a board
member of The Founda-
tion of the Diocese of Og-
densburg. She is a driving
force for a wide range of
parish activities, including
ministry to the home-
bound. Jane is well loved
by people of all ages and
is always searching for
ways to help her parish
and diocese. She is a
woman who has brought
hope, joy and motivation
to others.
Nominee: Mr. James T.
Brady

James Brady is a devout
Catholic who lives a life of
exemplary virtue and
service to his Church and
his community. Jim serves
his parish as Trustee, Lec-
tor and usher. Addition-
ally, Jim oversees the
parish properties and is
active in the Knights of
Columbus, bereavement
committee and outreach
programs to the poor and

needy. Jim is highly re-
spected in the community
for his work in youth
sports programs and
Heuvelton Volunteer Fire
Department and Rescue
Squad, where many have
benefited from his com-
passionate and generous
service. Jim truly lives out
his faith by living a life of
virtue and serving others
with compassion. I am
deeply grateful for his
leadership and positive
influence on others.
Nominee: Mr. Michael B.
Bresnahan, Jr.

Michael Bresnahan is de-
voted to His Lord and the
Catholic Community of
Alexandria. His service as
cantor, choir member, Ex-
traordinary Minister of
Holy Communion reveals
his humble piety and de-
votion to God. His stead-
fast support for the
priests who have served at
the Catholic Community
of Alexandria shows his
generosity of spirit and
compassion for others. A
devout family man,
Michael has shared the
blessing of his life in myr-
iad ways, such as building
community by organizing
parish meals, decorating

St. Cyril’'s Church inside
and out, and caring for the
needy. Michael is an inspi-
ration to his parish and
community. [ am grateful
for his example of prayer
and service.
Nominee:
Burdo

Glenn is a man of serv-
ice who is generous with
his time, treasure and tal-
ents. No matter what the
need, Glenn is always will-
ing to lend a hand. His
work as greeter, usher,
helper at parish dinners,
and Extraordinary Minis-
ter of Holy Communion
allow Glenn’s devotion to
God and commitment to
service shine forth as a
beacon of hope. He has
served the Catholic Com-
munity of Saint Alexander
and St. Joseph’s as a mem-
ber of the Pastoral Council
and Finance Council, as a
Trustee and member of
his parish’s Living Stone
Planning team. Glenn is
supportive of the bishops
and priests of the diocese
and is active in the
Knights of Columbus. He
often gives time and re-
sources to assist with care
of the church in all sea-
sons. The diocese and
Saint Alexander’s Church
in  Morrisonville are
blessed to have him as
part of the community.
Nominee: Ms. Starr L.
Burke

Starr Burke is one of the
primary providers of as-
sistance to the poor and
the homeless in the Platts-
burgh area. Her work ex-
perience in social services
and her active faith have
given her a compassion-
ate heart and the aptitude
to effectively assist people
in desperate situations.
Her dedication to living
the spiritual and corporal
works of mercy have
caused her to dedicate
herself to outreach to the
poor and homeless, to the
benefit of her Church and

Mr. Glenn R.

her community. Starr has
served as a Board Member
to Catholic Charities and
on the Diocesan Pastoral
Council. Starr serves her
parish as an Extraordinary
Minister of Communion
and catechist in the Con-
firmation Program. Starr
also serves as an advisor
to neighboring churches’
programs for the poor.
Presently, in retirement,
she is coordinating the ef-
forts of Catholic Charities
and the St. Joseph’s Out-
reach Center in Treadwell
Mills to assist those with
special needs, with special
attention to migrants ap-
proaching the northern
border. Starr provides out-
standing leadership in the
coordinated ministry of
Catholic Charities and St.
Joseph’s Outreach Center
in Treadwell Mills.
Nominee: Mr. David M.
Cline

David Cline’s long serv-
ice to St. Patrick’s Church
in Brasher Falls is inspir-
ing. With his wife, Valerie,
he founded a St. Vincent
de Paul Society in Brasher
Falls. From humble begin-
nings, by hard work and
God’s grace, this ministry
grew into a food panty
and thrift store to serve
the needs of his commu-
nity. David has labored in
the Lord’s vineyard over
the years and has re-
mained committed to liv-
ing out his faith by
serving the  poorest
among us. David is a Com-
missioned Lay Minister
and serves his parish by
training altar servers, Lec-
tors and Eucharistic min-
isters. Dave’s life is
centered on God and His
Church and his service
has been of great assis-
tance to the needy. I am
also grateful that David’s
and Valerie’s lives of serv-
ice inspired their son to
dedicate his life to service
as a priest in our diocese.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
Nominee: Mrs. Valerie R.
Cline

Valerie Cline and her
husband, David, founded
the St. Vincent de Paul So-
ciety in Brasher Falls and
have never stopped caring
for the poor and needy.
Valerie lives out the spiri-
tual and corporal works of
mercy with a spirit of love
and generosity. Her serv-
ice as Treasurer for the St.
Vincent de Paul Society,
member of the Altar and
Rosary Society and cate-
chist for the religious ed-
ucation program has
benefited generations of
Catholics. Valerie is also
active in the Knights of
Columbus Women's Auxil-
iary. She is also a Lector
and Extraordinary Minis-
ter of Holy Communion.
With her husand, Valerie
inspired their son to serve
the Church as a priest. |
am very grateful for Va-
lerie’s quiet and steady
commitment to serve God
and neighbor.

Nominee: Sister Sharon A.
Dalton, S.S.J.

Sister Sharon, a conse-
crated member of the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph for 53
years, has served in
Catholic education as a
teacher and principal
throughout the Diocese of
Ogdensburg. For the past
36 years, she has been the
Principal of St. Mary's
School in Ticonderoga.
Sister Sharon has a great
love for Jesus, which is ev-
ident in the way she leads
St. Mary’s School and
serves the greater com-
munity. Sister Sharon’s
leadership and “can do” at-
titude were instrumental
in rebuilding St. Mary’s
School after a devastating
fire. Her determination
and loving ways have won
her the admiration and re-
spect of students, faculty,
parishioners and parents.
For her spiritual leader-
ship and good example I
am most grateful.

Nominee: Mrs. Ruth C.
Demarse

Ruth Demarse has ex-
hibited a love of God and
neighbor in a way that has
truly made her commu-
nity a better place. While
working full time at Alice
Hyde Medical Center, Ruth
made time to volunteer at
the Malone Adult Center.
Ruth has served fellow
parishioners and neigh-
bors by driving them to
doctor appointments and
by bringing Communion
to the homebound. Ruth
also serves her parish and
community by working in
the thrift store and out-
reach programs, and by
working at parish bingos.
Ruth's selfless actions and
commitment to her com-
munity serves as an inspi-
ration to her friends,
family and peers, and
show what it means to
truly give back to one's
community.
Nominee: Mr. Joseph E.
Denoncourt

Joseph Denoncourt has
served as an usher at St.
Mary’s Cathedral for sev-
eral decades. Joe has been
the “go-to” man at the for-
mer St. Vincent de Paul So-
ciety (now Our Lady’s
Outreach) for anyone
seeking assistance. He has
been the Treasurer until
this past year, when per-
sonal illness, COVID, and
care for his wife de-
manded more of his time.
He has served on the Pas-
toral Council, as an usher
and in many other min-
istries. Joe is a devout
Catholic who exemplifies
service. | am grateful for
Joseph’s effective service
and for his joyful disposi-
tion as he lives out his
faith.
Nominee : Mrs. Patricia J.
Fassett

A daily Mass participant,
Patricia Fassett has been
and remains a very active
member of St. Mary’s
Cathedral parish. Pat has a
lively faith life and a deep

concern for others. For
many years, she has been
an Extraordinary Minister
of the Eucharist, both to
the home-bound and at St.
Joseph’s Home. Her
decades of work at the
Outreach Store continues,
volunteering many hours
each week. Pat is an out-
standing Catholic. I am in-
spired by Pat’s witness to
the faith and the way she
joyfully lives out her faith.
Nominee: Mr. Pat A.
Fontana, Sr.

Pat Fontana Sr.’s legacy
as Principal at Immaculate
Heart Central school is a
near perfect example of
Catholic service. As a fa-
ther, husband, teacher, ad-
ministrator, and Principal
of IHC, he fulfilled the goal
of Catholic education:
which is forming disciples
of Jesus Christ. His spiri-
tuality is well developed,
and it was very evident in
his leadership. He gave
many examples of his rich
interior life in his dealings
with faculty, parents and
students. He helped many
schools in the diocese
with his ideas and creativ-
ity and his willingness to
share. He worked hard to
make IHC an excellent
Catholic school. He loved
the Sisters of St. Joseph
and honored them as the
special women they are.
Pat’s active faith and his
generous participation in
the life of the Church are
inspiring.

Nominee : Deacon Gary A.
Frank

Deacon Gary A. Frank
has served the people of
the North Country consis-
tently and well. Gary has
been active in the Rite of
Christian Initiation of
Adults for many vyears.
Gary is dedicated to shar-
ing his faith with others
and serving his faith com-
munity. Gary and his wife,
Gayle, have worked with
couples preparing for
marriage and have worked
to enhance family life by

their ministry in the Fam-
ily Life Office of the Dio-
cese and the Family
Guggenheim  program.
They also support the
youth of the Diocese
through their involvement
at Guggenheim Summer
Camp and their involve-
ment in Youth Ministry on
the diocesan and parish
levels. Gary was ordained
a permanent deacon in
1996 and has served in
the parishes of St. Mary’s
in Clayton and St. John the
Baptist in Lafargeville. I
am grateful for his gener-
ous service and commit-
ment to forming faithful
disciples.
Nominee: Mrs. Gayle G.
Frank

Gayle G. Frank has con-
sistently shared her faith
in the hope of forming
young Catholics, strength-
ening marriage, helping
others to grow in their
knowledge of God, and
calling others to reflect
God’s love and mercy in
their lives. To this end,
Gayle has served as a cat-
echist and catechetical
leader in her parish, direc-
tor of the Diocesan Family
Life Office, Diocesan
Youth Minister, and leader
of Guggenheim Summer
Camp and Family Guggen-
heim weekends. With her
husband, Deacon Gary
Frank, she has worked
with couples preparing for
marriage and with mar-
ried couples seeking to
enhance their marriage
and family life. By her
hard work and good ex-
ample, she has assisted
others in growing closer
to the Lord and becoming
committed disciples.
Nominee: Mrs. Connie M.
Hatch-Young

In 1996, Connie Hatch-
Young volunteered to help
for a few weeks as the
parish bookkeeper at Saint
Patrick’s Church in Colton.
After six pastors and a few
decades, she continues to
serve and does more than
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just help. She is both com-
petent and kind. She is
also a woman of deep
faith. Connie has done ex-
emplary work as “the face
of the Church” for count-
less people and priests
who have come to the
parish and remains very
involved in both parish
and community events.
Her service is given with
both joy and generosity.
Nominee: Mr. Jeremiah M.
Hayes

Jeremiah Hayes, a native
of St. Mary’s Church in
Potsdam, moved with his
family to Tupper Lake in
1977 to practice Law. Jerry
has served for decades on
the boards of several Sis-
ters of Mercy ministries
including Mercy General
Hospital Board in Tupper
Lake, Mercy Healthcare
Center in Tupper Lake,
and Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks, for which he
currently serves as presi-
dent. He is a past member
of the Board of Trustees of
Catholic Charities. Jerry
also served on the Board
of the Adirondack Medical
Center in Saranac Lake,
where he served as Chair.
He is a past member of the
Board of Trustees of the
Adirondack Foundation.
At St. Alphonsus Parish,
Jerry has served as a
member of the Pastoral
and Finance Councils, and
as Lector. Charity and jus-
tice and living out the so-
cial Gospel of the Church,
have been hallmarks of
Jeremiah M. Hayes, for
which he has my deepest
respect and gratitude.
Nominee: Mrs. Eileen K.
Hayes

In 1997 Eileen Hayes
and her family moved
from Potsdam to Tupper
Lake. Eileen worked as a
teacher and, with her hus-
band, raised five wonder-
ful children. Eileen has
been active with Mercy
Care of the Adirondacks,
reaching out to the elderly

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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of the area. She originated
early childhood education
at Holy Ghost Academy in
Tupper Lake and taught
there for many years. With
her husband, Eileen has
been committed to living
out her faith and the social
teaching of the Church by
loving God and neighbor.
Her commitment to the
domestic church and
Catholic education will
produce fruits for the
Church for years to come.
Nominee: Mr. Gerald J.
LaValley

Like Simeon and Anna,
Gerald LaValley and his
wife, Darlene, are always
in Church, and like
Simeon and Anna they di-
rect our attention to
Christ. He serves as Ex-
traordinary Minister of
Holy Communion and vol-
unteers in the Food Pantry
or by providing other
services. While raising five
children, Gerry and Dar-
lene also fostered over
sixty children from trou-
bled homes throughout
the years. They are an ex-
cellent example of mar-
ried life and recently
celebrated their sixty-sec-
ond anniversary. They
share their experience as
catechists in the Pre-Cana
Marriage Program. Gerry
serves as a Lector and Ex-
traordinary Minister of
Holy Communion at Mass
and to the homebound.
Though retired, Gerry
helped to restore St. Ann's
Church and continues to
offer his carpentry skills
to help his parish and as-
sist others in the area with
small tasks.
Nominee : Mrs. Darlene M.
LaValley

Like Simeon and Anna,
Darlene LaValley and her
husband, Gerald, are al-
ways in Church, and like
Simeon and Anna they di-
rect our attention to
Christ. Darlene serves as
Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion and vol-

unteers in the Food Pantry
or by providing other
services. While raising five
children, Gerry and Dar-
lene also fostered over
sixty children from trou-
bled homes throughout
the years. They are an ex-
cellent example of mar-
ried life and recently
celebrated their sixty-sec-
ond anniversary. They
share their experience as
catechists in the Pre-Cana
Marriage Program.
Nominee: Dr. Victor W.
Ludwig

Victor Ludwig, and his
wife Barbara, are long time
parishioners of Holy Cross
Parish in Plattsburgh. Dr.
Ludwig lives out his faith
in quiet ways that have a
positive impact on his
parish and community. As
a physician, Dr. Ludwig
was known for his com-
passion and concern for
his patients. In addition to
caring for their physical
well-being, he also re-
flected to his patients the
compassion and power of
Jesus, the healer of souls.
His musical talents en-
hance liturgies at Holy
Cross Parish. Additionally,
Victor and Barbara serve
as sacristans and help
with liturgical decorations
in their parish. They were
instrumental in obtaining
the statue of St. John the
Baptist when that Church
building was renovated.
Nominee: Mrs. Barbara C.
Ludwig

Barbara Ludwig and her
husband, Victor, are long
time parishioners of Holy
Cross Parish in Platts-
burgh. Barbara serves as
an Extraordinary Minister
of Holy Communion, sac-
ristan and member of the
liturgical  environment
team that decorates the
Church inside and out.
Barbara and Victor were
instrumental in obtaining
the statue of St. John the
Baptist when that Church
building was renovated.
Nominee : Ms. Leslie A.

Marvel

Leslie Marvel remains an
effective administative as-
sistant and bookkeeper
for the parishes in the
Plattsburgh area. She
served at St. Mary’s of the
Lake Church in Cumber-
land Head, St. John the

Baptist Church, and
presently at Holy Cross
Parish. Her dedicated

service and competence
was a blessing during the
consolidation of the
parishes of Plattsburgh.
Leslie has also served her
Church as a catechist and
catechetical leader in the
religious education pro-
gram, leader and teacher
in the Vacation Bible
School, and coordinator of
parish  festivals and
fundraisers. She is a Com-
missioned Lay Minister
and served on the Eastern
Region CLM Advisory
Board. Leslie’s competent
service and faithfulness
have earned her the re-
spect of her pastors, fel-
low employees,
parishioners and her com-
munity.
Nominee: Mr. Angelo E.
Pietropaoli and Mrs.
Suzanne Paietropaoli
Angelo and Suzanne
Pietropaoli, from  St.
André’s Parish in Malone,
have been tireless in their
work of sharing the
Church’s teaching on mar-
ried love and authentic
sexuality. In a world in-
creasingly hostile to the
teachings of our faith,
their faithfulness, persev-
erence and courage are so
very admirable. They have
“walked the walk” in rais-
ing their own family, and
their children now give
witness to the Catholic
faith in beautiful and var-
ied ways. Since 1980,
Suzanne and Angelo have
been instructors and now
coordinate the diocesan
Natural Family Planning
Program. They are active
in the Catholic pro-life
movement both locally

and nationally through
ministries like Birthright,
Life Chain and the annual
March for Life. Together
they led a charismatic
prayer group and remain
active at the Our Lady of
the Adirondacks House of
Prayer in Ellenburg Center.
Angelo was a catechist in
Religious Education
group. He is in his fourth
decade serving as an or-
ganist at Saint André Bes-
sette  Parish. Angelo
helped form the St.
André’s Brothers men’s
group and is a Third De-
gree Knight of Columbus.
Nominee: Mrs. Elsie L.
Scruggs

Mrs. Elsie Gabri Scruggs
is and has been, for
decades, a pillar of the
Catholic community and a
true icon of Christian serv-
ice in Massena. She and
her husband, the late Carl
Scruggs Sr., were steadfast
supporters of the parish
and school for many
years. A Commissioned
Lay Minister, Elsie remains
joyful, passionate, sup-
portive and deeply faith-
ful. For years, Elsie has
been a daily Mass commu-
nicant. She was very in-
volved as a Lector and in
the Sacred Heart Church
music ministry as a pi-
anist and organist. Addi-
tionally, she gave
countless hours of service
to Sacred Heart School,
and later Trinity Catholic
School, joyfully support-
ing student engagement
and fundraising efforts
with her musical gifts. She
consistently served the
elderly at the St. Regis
Nursing Home, leading the
Rosary and playing music
for Mass each week. Elsie
was also instrumental in
forming and leading an ac-
tive bereavement out-
reach and support
ministry in Massena and is
a Lay Associate of the Ser-
vants of Mary.
Nominee Mrs.
Catherine Spilman

Mary

Mary Catherine Spilman
has been a faithful
Catholic her entire life.
Mary Catherine gener-
ously shares her musical
skills as organist for week-
end, holy day and funeral
Masses at Our Lady of
Grace Parish. Additionally,
she supports her parish
by serving on the hospital-
ity committee and Altar
and Rosary Society. Mary
Catherine has supported
the diocese by working as
an administrative assis-
tant in the Diocesan Edu-
cation Office, and as a
volunteer assisting with
the archives and special
projects at the Chancery
Office. Mary Catherine al-
lows her faith to shine
forth through her gener-
ous service and her good
example.

Nominee: Mrs. Donna J.
Steenberg

Donna Steenberg is a
long-time parishioner of
St. Patrick's Church in
Brasher Falls. Donna suc-
cessfully coordinated the
Gabriel Project for close to
20 years and continues to
lead its team of volunteers
assisting mothers in need.
She is currently an ele-
mentary school adminis-
trator. Donna ministered
as both a catechist and
later as the catechetical
leader in her parish.
Donna’s faithful service
and good example have
won her the admiration
and respect of her parish
family and community.
Her work has been a
source of blessing for
mothers in need and the
young people in her
parish and community.

Nominee: Mr. Daniel ].
Sweeney
Daniel Sweeney is a

great example of Catholic
service. He has been an ac-
tive member of the Saint
Mary’s Church in Canton
and a member of the Edu-
cation Council, Finance
Council, and is the Grand
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Bishop bestows honors
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Knight of the local Knights
of Columbus. He is a man
of the Church. He knows
the local Church history
better than anyone in the
parish, but he does not live
in the past. He knows and
respects clergy and reli-
gious, and he loves his
married life. Dan gives the
best example of someone
living out the lay aposto-
late. He continues to be in-
volved with Catholic
education and service to
his parish.
Nominee:  Sister Mary
Christine Taylor, S.S.J.
Sister Mary Christine
Taylor, SSJ has been a force
for good in the Diocese of
Ogdensburg for more than
half of the 150 year exis-
tence of the diocese.
Scholar, historian, author,
teacher, administrator and
pastoral minister is a short
list of the roles she has
played in educating others
about God and nurturing
their faith. Sister Christine
served as a professor of
history and religious stud-
ies at Mater Dei College,
Wadhams Hall Seminary
College, and St. Regis Mo-
hawk Branch Campus of
Mater Dei . She taught at
Catholic schools in Water-
town, AuSable Forks,
Massena and Carthage.
While teaching, she also
filled administrative posi-

tions, such as a member of
the Saint Joseph Leader-
ship Council, academic
dean at Mater Dei College
and its Mohawk Branch
campus, and academic
dean at Wadhams Hall
Seminary College. Sister
Christine’s faith in God and
love of learning has been a
blessing for countless stu-
dents across the diocese
and across the years, but
special mention of her
work and life among the
Mohawks at Akwasasne
needs to be made. Sister
Christine was the driving
force behind the expan-
sion of Mater Dei College
onto the reservation and a
driving force behind pas-
toral outreach efforts for
the Saint Regis Mission
Church. In addition to
serving as administrator
and teacher at the St. Regis
Branch Campus, Sister
Christine helped establish
the Office of the Aging of
the Mohawk Nation and
Partridge House, an alco-
hol and drug rehabilitation
program on the reserva-
tion. Sister Christine’s
work has brought her a
number of awards, but her
only motivation has been
to give glory to God. Rec-
ognizing that no award can
adequately express our
gratitude and respect for
all Sister Christine has
done, I offer this award as

a token of our gratitude
and affection for her. I can-
not overstate the positive
impact Sr. Christine has
had on our diocese and
our Church.
Nominee:
Tooley

Michael Tooley has
served as the Diocesan Fis-
cal Officer for twenty
years. In this capacity he
has overseen a fiscal office
that is supportive of the
many parishes, ministries,
programs and entities in
our diocese. Mike has sup-
ported four bishops in his
role of Diocesan Fiscal Of-
ficer by his leadership and
good stewardship. Mike
supported his community
for many years by serving
on the public school board
of education. Mike served
as a catechist in the Confir-
mation program at Notre
Dame Church for many
years. Mike and his family
continue to support their
parish in many ways. I am
most grateful for Mike’s
dedicated service to the
diocese and his faithful
participation in the life of
his parish.
Nominee: Miss Michelle E.
Watkins

Michelle Watkins and
Youth Ministry in the dio-
cese have been linked to-
gether for decades. At
Camp Guggenheim, in the
heart of the Adirondacks,

Mr. Michael J.

Michelle served as coun-
selor and Waterfront Direc-
tor for four summers
before beginning an eleven
year stretch as Camp Di-
rector. Making the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist, the
sacrament of Penance and
faith-filled service the
mainstays of life at Camp
Guggenheim, Michelle
touched the lives of count-
less youths and helped
them appreciate the
beauty of our Catholic
Faith and the joy of being
a disciple of Jesus.
Michelle possesses a rare
ability to share her deep
faith and relate to teens.

Michelle is an active
parishioner at  Saint
Stephen's  Church in

Croghan and Saint Francis
Solanus Church in Har-
risville. She serves as Lec-
tor and supports parish
Youth Ministry through re-
treat weekends, hiking
trips and outreach pro-
grams. She shares her
knowledge and gifts with
parishes across the dio-
cese and other camps. She
is an award-winning
teacher of Biology and En-
vironmental Science at
Beaver River Central
School. Michelle is most
generous with her time
and the gifts and talents
God has given her.
Michelle’s tireless efforts
and outstanding witness

have won her the admira-
tion and respect of the
people in our diocese and
beyond.
Nominee:
Young

In 1985, Linda Young, a
parishioner at St. Agnes
Church in Lake Placid,
launched the Ecumenical
Food Pantry. There was a
need to address the real
poverty hidden in what
was seen as an affluent vil-
lage. Guided by her faith
and aided by a tireless
work ethic and persuasive
example, she convinced
others to provide for the
poor and needy through
the food pantry and thrift
shop. Working out of the
basement at St. Agnes
Church, Linda’s efforts
built a network of care for
those on the margins of
society. Whether it be a
Thanksgiving meal, schol-
arships for the young,
shelter for the homeless or
furniture for those who
had none, Linda’s leader-
ship has created a bond of
love with those who strug-
gle to get by each day. Her
humble approach to min-
istry and her good exam-
ple have brought out the
best of those who serve
and those who are served.
Her faithful participation
in the life of St. Agnes
Church is a further sign of
her love for the Lord.

Mrs. Linda F

By Theresa Notare

As Christians we should
be grateful beyond words
for the gift of our redemp-
tion. We believe that
Christ’s action on the
cross has changed all
things, for all time. We
should seek to relate
every aspect of our lives
to how Christ has re-
deemed us and our world.
When we consider the

CALLED TO THE JOY OF LOVE
Redeemed sexuality

mystery — and contempo-
rary confusion - of
human sexuality, it is even
more urgent for

Christians to ask: How
has Christ redeemed
human sexuality?

Today our media fea-
tures topics that not long
ago would have been la-
beled science fiction, or
pornography. Cloning, ca-
sual sex, getting pregnant
by means of reproductive

technologies, frozen em-
bryos, adultery — the list
goes on. Does anyone in
the public square relate
these issues to the spiri-
tual? When those of us try
to bring God into the
equation, we are often
told that individual moral-
ity must not be imposed
on the public. But that
should not deter the
Christian.

Christ’'s work on the

cross has restored all of
human life, even human
sexuality. That means that
human sexuality is not
tinged with sin, nor is it
morally neutral. Although
we can misuse even the
best of God’s gifts, that
does not change the fact
that sex is God’s gift of life
and love to us. Specifi-
cally, sexual intercourse
was never meant to be di-
rected to the individual.

It's not a sport or game to
be enjoyed on its own.
Sexual intercourse is a
powerful event of inter-
personal communion - it
is a sacramental event.
This makes more sense
when we realize that
Christian marriage is a
sign of Christ’s presence
in the world. As Christians
we accept on faith that
human sexuality is caught
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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By Suzanne Pietropaoli
Staff Writer

LAKE PLACD - “Children are
a blessing, a gift from the
Lord... Happy the one
whose quiver is filled
with them.” These words
from Psalm 127 echo
across the centuries in
Scripture and in the con-
stant teaching of the
Church. Happily, they
have also found a home
in the hearts of Fritz and
Annie Wenzler, who share
life and love with their
six children at home in
Lake Placid.

Their family journey
began when the couple
married in their mid-
twenties, they explain.

“Fritz was attending
school full time, and
Annie was working full
time. We both hoped chil-
dren would be in our fu-
ture but were enjoying
the newlywed life of
friends, travel, and com-
munity. We always
viewed children as a
blessing, entrusted to us
by the Lord.” And when
they started having chil-
dren, they note, “We were
never set on a number. It
was a fresh conversation
with each baby. But with
continued prayer we

CALLED TO THE JOY OF LOVE

A house full of life

The Wenzler family on vacation at the seashore, August 2021.

were always able to hear
God’s path for us.”

In fact, God has always
been central to their con-
versation about family
size.

“In daily prayer,” says
Annie, “we pray for trust
in His will for our fam-
ily... whatever that may
be. Discerning God’s will
means talking and listen-
ing to each other and to
God, every day! NFP
helps with this, as it is all
about communication.
Especially as we age, NFP
has been more valuable.

It allows us to look at the
big picture of overall
health, of each other and
of our children, and what
might be next for how
our family  grows--
whether growing bigger
in number or growing
deeper in our relation-
ships with each other.”

Growing in faith is also
important for this young
family, who are parish-
ioners at St. Agnes.

“Our Catholic faith
leads us to Mass each
Sunday as a family, to
celebrate liturgical holi-

days, and to a monthly
rosary group where we
share faith and fellow-
ship with other families,”
Fritz said. “Guggenheim
Family Camp has been a
cornerstone for our fam-
ily’s growth in faith. Big,
faith-filled families are a
rarity, and to be sur-
rounded by them when
at camp is inspirational.”

This inspiration also
extends into the Wen-
zlers’ daily life.

As Annie explains, “Our
family makes special oc-
casions of birthdays,
Baptismal anniversaries,
and holidays. We also fol-
low along with the
rhythm of liturgical sea-
sons, highlighting feasts
and fasts with special
dinners or activities. We
have found great fellow-
ship in our rosary group,
and our families do a lot
of outdoor adventures
together.”

Indoors and out, this
family values time spent
together.

“Marking the little
things is important too:
end of the school year,
good report cards, snow
days, a first loose tooth,”
Annie said. “Our favorite
parts of the year are
Christmas, Family

Guggenheim, and our an-
nual vacation to the
ocean. Our family spends
a lot of time outside
every day, all four sea-
sons. We are fortunate to
live outside of town and
to have lots of space to
play! Most times we enjoy
our neighborhood trails
by hiking, biking, or
cross-country skiing. In
the summer we enjoy
swimming, boating, and
camping. Typical Adiron-
dack family!”

“Life is beautiful,” the
couple concludes, “and
our house is certainly full
of life! A full house
means more occasions to
celebrate. Challenges in-
clude the volume and
emotions that can build
up through the day, but
we are often outside
which does counter that.
The only way we do it is
imperfectly.” Adds Annie,
“Our children enjoy their
siblings and have each
other to play with. They
are always talking up a
new project, plan, or
scheme. Our family is
big, and our family is
wide, so the age range al-
lows the older children to
help with the littles. New
babies are very exciting
to all”

Redeemed sexuality
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up in Christ, uniting a man
and woman in a union
which reflects God’s love in
the world and is directed
to others. With that start-
ing point, it makes excel-
lent sense to keep sex in
marriage.

The redeemed nature of
marriage was understood
by the Church from our
earliest history. Following
up on Jesus’ own words on
the indissolubility of mar-

riage, St. Paul likened
Christian marriage to
Christ’s relationship with
His Church. As Christ
loved the Church... so the
husband should love and
cherish his wife as he cher-
ishes his own body; for
husband and wife are one
body, as Christ and the
Church are one body. This
is a great mystery (Eph-
esians 5:21-33). St. John
Chrysostom (347-407)
taught that the one flesh

union of the spouses is not
an empty symbol. They
have not become the
image of anything on
earth, but of God Himself
(Homily 12).

The love of spouses, says
the Catechism, requires of
its very nature, the unity
and indissolubility of the
spouses’ community of
persons, which embraces
their entire life (#1644).

The root of this indissol-
ubility is found in God

Himself, who taught us of
His fidelity through

His covenant with Abra-
ham. It is found finally in
Christ, who united Himself
with His Church.

In this age of continuous
assaults on God’s design
for life and love, it would
do the world good if Chris-
tians reclaimed our rich
heritage. Before we can do
this we need to return to
the mystery of our faith
and meditate on who Jesus

is, what He did for us, and
how this has changed all
life for all ages.

Theresa Notare, PhD, is
Assistant Director of the
Natural Family Planning
Program of the United
States  Conference  of
Catholic Bishops. This is an
edited version of an article
that was first printed as a
Life Issues Forum column.
It is reprinted here with
permission.
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Environmental Stewardship

Care for our common home

(Care for our“common home”is by
now a recognized sentiment of inspi-
ration from Pope Francis' Encyclical
Laudato Si’As our actions in any part
of the world eventually impact all the
rest of the world we must become
more conscious of this connectedness
to the earth and all people. Following
are some actions that can contribute
to the sustainability of God’s Gifts of
Creation.Though each action may be
small in consequence, magnified by
the many taking on these actions, the
results can be enormous.

LOWERING ENERGY CONSUMP-
TION and COST

+ Use hydropower, solar or wind as
sources of renewable energy.We are
fortunate here in the St.Regis area to
have access to the local Northern
Power and Light of Adirondack hydro-
electric power projects.To learn more
about what is available in your area,
NYSERDA offers education on various
sources of renewable energy and how
to assess them

- Take advantage of passive solar
and cooling within homes by using
blinds/curtains during the day and
opening the house to the cool
evening air; ceiling fans also aid in
heating and cooling

+ Eliminate vampire or stand-by
power which is expended when plugs
not in use are left in sockets, remedied
by use of outlet power switches; use
of energy efficient light bulbs; on-de-
mand hot water and clotheslines

« Have an energy audit done to de-
termine the optimum household en-
ergy requirements and how to fix any
places where you are losing energy

+ Keep vehicles, furnaces, appli-
ances and tools in good working order
to allow them to run most efficiently
and safely; when they are in need of
replacement look into their energy ef-
ficiency, longevity and their actual
need

+ Combine car trips to serve more
than one purpose and shared rides

Consider this week how many
ways you are caring for God’s garden
and our common home. Are there any
ways from the list above that you can
add to your list?

By Richard and Susanne Arens
St.Ann's Parish, St. Regis Falls
Members of the Faith and Ecology
Group

This week marks the anniversary
of the deaths of the following
clergymen who have served in the
Diocese of Ogdensburg

July 6 — Rev.Armand Baron, 0.M.I,
1936

July 7 — Rev.Felician Fehlner,
0.EM.Conv, 1952

July 9 - Rev.John Rogers, 1887;
Rev.Joseph H.Emard, 0.M.I., 1924
July 10 — Rev. Mary Ignatius
Grom, 1936; Rev.John F.McNa-
mara, 1971; Deacon Victor Fisher,
1999; Rev.James A. Delbel, 2013
July 12 — Rev.James Salmon,
1835; Rev.John J. Brennan, 1881;
Most Rev. Albert Pascal, 0.M.1.,
1920

July 13 — Rev. George Garand,
1941

July 15 — Rev. John Conlon, 1881;
Rev.Charles D.Thomas, 1895; Msgr.
Armand Dussault, 1963; Rev.
Joseph F.Quinn, 1970; Rev. Joseph
F.Dowd, 1983; Rev.Joseph L.Quinn,
1970

July 16 — Rev. Eugene Carroll,
1882;Rev.H.T.Regan, 0.5.A.,1937;
Rev.James Torsney, 1958;

July 18 — Msgr. Joseph Domina
Brault, 1966

July 19 — Rev.Thomas M. Carroll,
1884; Rev. Francis E. Gilbert, 1939;
Rev.James Karlton Dewey, 1963;
Rev. Arthur J.Trudel, 1967; Msgr.
Donald M.Kelly, 1969; Rev.Thomas
A.Moody, 2010

To Report Abuse

If you have a complaint of sus-
pected misconduct involving
diocesan clergy, religious, employ-
ees or volunteers, contact Victims
Assistance Coordinator, Terri-
anne Yanulavich, Ph.D., LMHC, 5050
Route 374, Merrill, NY 12955; terri-
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com
Phone:518-651-2267 days; 518-
569-0612 evenings; or Father
Christopher Carrara, the Episcopal
Vicar for Clergy;
ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone: 315-
393-2920 ext. 1340.If you have a
complaint of suspected sexual
abuse or related misconduct by the
bishops, contact the Catholic
Bishop Abuse Reporting Serv-
ice at 800-276-1562 or
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org.

Bishop's Public Schedule

July 7 - Noon — Mass at St.
Mary's Cathedral
July 9 - 10:30 a.m.— Diocesan
Pastoral Council Meeting at St.
Peter's Church in Hammond

4p.m.— Installation of Rev-
erend FrankT.Natale, MSC as Pas-
tor of St.Mary's Church in Evans
Mills and St.Paul's Church in Black
River along with The Church of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart in Water-
town at St. Mary's Church in Evans
Mills
July 10 - Celebration of the
150th Anniversary of the Diocese
of Ogdensburg at St. Mary's Cathe-
dral

8a.m.— Mass at St.Mary's
Cathedral

2 p.m.— Organ Recital by Mr.
Don Fellows

3 p.m.— Eucharistic Exposition
and recognition of the faithful of
the diocese
July 12 - Gathering with the
Seminarians followed by Mass and
Lunch at Camp Guggenheim in
Saranac Lake - Time TBD
July 13 — Noon — Mass at St.
Mary's Cathedral
July 14 — Noon — Mass at St.
Mary's Cathedral
July 16 - 10:30 a.m.— Council of
Deacons Meeting at St.Mary's
(athedral (Brzana Hall)

4 p.m.— Mass at St. Mary's
(athedral
July 17 - 12:15 p.m.— Mass at
the 74th Annual New York State
Knights of Columbus Pilgrimage at
St.Anne's Shrine in the Isle La
Motte in Vermont

Protecting God’s Children

The Diocese of Ogdenshurg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults.
Pre-registration online is required.
Participants may preregister at
www.virtus.org. For more informa-
tion or to arrange training, contact
Jeannie Grizzuto at 315-393-2920
or jgrizzuto@rcdony.org.

on, Our Web Page
towmotors.com
MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY ¥ (315) 265-8800
Your NNY Regional GM & Subaru SuperCenter

CALLED TO THE JOY OF LOVE
The richness in

Church teachings

By Janet E. Smith

The Church’s teaching
on contraception is not
just a doctrine that states
what not to do. Many peo-
ple would benefit from
knowing that it is a doc-
trine that explains how ex-
traordinarily important is
the act of having children.
One reason that modern
culture has trouble under-
standing the truth of Hu-
manae Vitae is that it fails
to appreciate what a pro-
found good children are.
It is true that most parents
love their children beyond
belief and frequently even
acknowledge that they are
great gifts from God.
Many parents will testify
that when they held their
baby for the first time,
they experience a rush of
love matched by little
else.

But they do not always
realize that in having chil-
dren they are “co-creators”
with God. This is not a
term used by Humanae
Vitae; it is a term used by
John Paul II in his writing.
Humanae Vitae does
speak of the “extremely
important mission of
transmitting human life”
that God has entrusted to
spouses. A human life is
of inestimable value; a
human soul is destined to
share a blissful eternity
with God, the angels and
saints. Only God can cre-
ate a new human soul but
he needs the help of
human beings to bring
forth a new person. When
engaging in sexual inter-
course spouses are invit-
ing God to perform his
creative act of bringing a
new human soul into exis-
tence: they supply the
sperm and egg; God pro-
vides the soul. He then en-

trusts that soul to the par-
ents to guide and educate
and ultimately to help get
them to heaven.

Our culture does not re-
ally focus on helping peo-
ple to realize that some
day they will likely be par-
ents and how tremen-
dously important a task
that is. We do not often
think that we should be
spending much of our
youth preparing for the
responsibilities of being
parents. Contraception
enables us to think of sex-
ual intercourse as a casual
and to some extent as an
insignificant act rather
than an act that can
change the universe - for
the coming to be of a new
human being truly
changes the universe.
Someone who did not
exist before comes into
existence and will remain
in existence forever.

If people were conscious
of the extreme signifi-
cance of the sexual act,
they could not possibly be
as cavalier about it as they
now are. They would
choose their spouses very
very carefully — and use as
a foremost criterion the
suitability of that person
to be a parent. Those who
succeed in marrying
someone who will be a
good parent — someone
who is patient, generous,
responsible, kind, other
directed, and reliable also
are nearly guaranteed to
get a terrific spouse - for
who wouldn’t want a
spouse with those
virtues? Our sexually out
of control culture and di-
vorce culture has led 68%
of children born in the
U.S. to being born out of
wedlock or born into
households that will frag-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11



JULY 6, 2022

H NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC

| WORLD/NATION

CATHOLIC
WORLD

AT A GLANCE

Agencies expect to help more women, babies after Dobbs
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (CNS) -- With the reversal of Roe, Judy Orr, executive director
of Catholic Charities in the Nashville Diocese, and the agency's adoption and
pregnancy counseling staff expect an uptick in the need for those services. "Our
society is going to be compelled to provide more compassion and support for
mothers who do not want to place their children for adoption," Orr said."We
are going to have to develop systems that promote a more progressive ap-
proach to child rearing, such that it is not an either/or proposition for a
mother/family faced with a new baby they do not feel they can manage," she
told the Tennessee Register, Nashville's diocesan paper."In societies in the past,
a multigenerational extended family helped raise the children, and there was a
lot more 'sharing' of child-rearing responsibilities, so that the mother did not
have to sever ties with her child altogether," Orr added. This is why Catholic
Charities will not only emphasize its adoption services but also its pregnancy
counseling.

Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson sworn in as Supreme Court justice
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson was sworn in as a Supreme
Court justice June 30, becoming the first Black woman in that role. The cere-
mony took place at the Supreme Court, after the court finished issuing its final
opinions of the 2021-2022 term and Justice Stephen Breyer's retirement was
official. Jackson took the constitutional oath, administered by Chief Justice John
Roberts and a judicial oath, administered by by the newly retired Breyer. "With
a full heart, | accept the solemn responsibility of supporting and defending the
Constitution of the United States and administering justice without fear or
favor, so help me God," she said. "l am truly grateful to be part of the promise of
our great nation," she added. Jackson, in the presence of other justices and re-
tired Justice Anthony Kennedy, took the oaths with her hand on two Bibles held
by her husband, Patrick: a family Bible,and a Bible described as the "Harlan"
Bible, that Justice John Marshall Harlan gave to the court in 1906.In a state-
ment, Jackson, 51, thanked both Roberts and Breyer and said Breyer had been
her "personal friend and mentor" for two decades.

Official: March will continue until 'abortion is unthinkable’
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- When the Supreme Court ruled June 24 that there is no
constitutional right to abortion, the historic decision came a day before what
would have been the 98th birthday of Nellie Gray, founder of the March for Life.
The march -- which Gray, a Texas-born government lawyer, founded in 1974 to
mark the first anniversary of the court's Roe v.Wade decision legalizing abor-
tion nationwide -- is a fixture of Catholic pro-life activism and bus pilgrimages
to the nation's capital. So the ruling in Dobbs v.Jackson Women's Health Organ-
ization, and Gray's mission accomplished, has led to speculation as to the future
of the national march. Will it continue? Yes, said Jeanne Mancini, who became
March for Life president in 2013, a year after Gray's death. But there's a new
emphasis on growing statewide marches, an effort that began a few years ago.
“We will still be having our federal legislative battles," Mancini said on a June
29 webcast, "Life Beyond Roe," sponsored by a consortium of pro-life groups.
But "l would say the voices will have more impact at the state level" as state
legislatures that have not already enacted abortion bans begin to debate legis-
lation, she said. "So it's like less is more." March for Life has held state marches
in Connecticut, Virginia and California, with ones planned for Pennsylvania in
September and Ohio in October.

Court allows health worker
vaccine mandate without
religious exemption

WASHINGTON  ((NS) - The
Supreme Court June 30 re-
jected a challenge to New
York's vaccine mandate for
health care workers with
no religious exemption.

By denying the appeal,
the justices left a lower
court ruling in place that
rejected the health care
workers' claim that the
COVID-19 vaccine mandate
violates a constitutional
prohibition against reli-
gious discrimination.

The justices did not ex-
plain why they chose not
to take up this case, but the
dissenters, Justices
Clarence Thomas, Samuel
Alito and Neil Gorsuch, did.

A dissent written by
Thomas, and joined by
Alito and Gorsuch, said:
"The New York mandate in-
cludes a medical exemp-
tion but no religious
exemption, even though
'allowing a health care
worker to remain unvacci-

nated undermines the
state's asserted public
health  goals equally

whether that worker hap-
pens to remain unvacci-
nated for religious reasons

Richness

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
ment through divorce. One
out of four pregnancies is
aborted.

Those who understand
the Church’s teaching on
sexuality know that to a
great extent it is shaped by
a concern for the well-being
of any children who may
result from acts of sexual
intercourse. Children born
into families where their
parents are sexually self
controlled, where they are
faithful, stable, and de-
sirous of children are pre-
dictably much better off
than those born to single

or medical ones."

Thomas also said that by
taking this case, the court
could "give much-needed
guidance."

The order was issued on
the last day of the court's
term. The high court also
sent some cases back to
lower courts due to its re-
cent rulings on abortion
and gun rights.

Last December, the
Supreme Court similarly
declined to temporarily
block the vaccine require-
ment for New York health
care workers and the same
three justices dissented.

The state's mandate was
first imposed last August
and had allowed excep-
tions for medical reasons
or religious objections, but
the religious exemption
was later removed.

Initial lawsuits filed by
New York nurses, doctors
and other health care work-
ers said their religious rea-
sons for not wanting the
COVID-19 vaccinations
were due to a link to cells
from aborted fetuses that
were used in the develop-
ment or testing of the vac-

cines.

One group challenging
the mandate said it "im-
poses an unconscionable
choice on New York health
care workers: abandon
their faith or lose their ca-
reers and their best means
to provide for their fami-
lies."

In response, the state's
brief said the vaccines do
not contain aborted fetal
cells but that an abortion-
derived cell line was used
during the research and
development of Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines.

It added that the "use of
fetal cell lines for testing is
common, including for the
rubella vaccination, which
New York's health care
workers are already re-
quired to take."

The state's lawyers also
pointed out that Pope Fran-
cis and other Catholic lead-
ers have approved of the
COVID-19 vaccines being
administered and the U.S.
Conference of Catholic
Bishops called the connec-
tion between the vaccines
and abortion "very re-
mote."

in teachings

parents, to the unfaithful,
to those open to divorce or
divorced. The Church’s
teaching is also shaped by
a knowledge that those
who become parents gener-
ally become much better
people; they need to de-
velop quite a set of virtues
in order to be good parents.
Those virtues also help
them be good spouses,
good co-workers, good citi-
zens. Those who use natu-
ral family planning to plan
their family size develop
the virtues needed to be
good parents; they develop
sexual self-control and pa-

tience and generosity —and
they almost never divorce.
Catholics who have not
heard a defense of the
Church’s teaching on con-
traception might be sur-
prised how rich and full of
common sense it is.

This article was originally
produced for California As-
sociation of NFP’s newslet-
ter, CANFP NEWS, (Winter
2008), copyright ©. CANFP;
www.canfp.org 1-877-33-
CANFP. This article is
reprinted here with permis-
sion from CANFP Associa-
tion.
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ADIRONDACK

PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Lake Placid — Monthly praise and wor-
ship to be held.

Date: First Friday of the month

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: St.Agnes Church

Features: Music led by Joey and MC
Izz0. Time for fellowship and snacks af-
terwards. Will be livestreamed as well
on St.Agnes Facebook page.

CLINTON

APPLEFEST
Peru — The 44 Annual St. Augustine’s
Applefest to be held.

Date: Sept.17

Schedule: (raft fair at 10 a.m., com-
munity parade at 11 a.m., Chicken BBQ
at1:30 p.m.

Place: St.Augustine’s Church

Features: Food, games, and raffles.

HOUSE SITTERS

Ellenburg Center — Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of Prayer is looking
for many Volunteer “House Sitters”

Time: The responsibility is to arrive
by 10 a.m.on your chosen day(s) and
remain on premises until 4 p.m. to wel-
come visitors.

Features: Lunch and snack items on
hand along with tea, coffee, soda, and
bottled water.Training will be provided
on the history of the House of Prayer,
its mission, and the various ways to
carry out this gentle ministry of hospi-
tality for those seeking time in a home
of Mary to listen to our Lord, browse in
the library, or visit the "Gift Shop". Flex-
ible schedule (and hours) are fine.

Contact: If interested in volunteer-
ing for one day a month, or week, or
more, please call Sarah Anderson at
518-534-9976.

FRANKLIN

ST. ANDRE BESSETE

PARISH PILGRIMAGE

Malone — St.Andre Bessette Parish Pil-
grimage walk to be held.

Date: July 9

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: 9 mile walk from St.Helen’s,
Chasm Falls Whippleville Road and
River Road and will end t Notre Dame
Church.

Features: Light refreshments will
then be served. If you are concerned
about your ability to walk the route,
please consider joining us in Eucharis-
tic Adoration prayer at Notre Dame. It
will take place at the same time as the
walk, from 8 a.m.to Noon. Proceeds

Jefferson
Lewis

St. Lawrence

Hamilton
Herkimer

Franklin
Clinton

Adirondack

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication.

from this fundraiser will help defray
the cost of the Our Lady of the Rosary
Healing Retreat, to be held at Wad-
hams Hall in Ogdensburg Oct. 6-9 for
women of the Diocese of Ogdensburg.

Contact: For more information con-
tact Nancy and Mark Beddoe at bed-
doe@sympatico.ca

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR
St.Regis Falls — All are invited to the
monthly first Saturday Devotion and
Holy Hour for Vocations.

Date: First Saturday of the Month

Time: Following the 4:30 antici-
pated Mass

Place: St. Ann’s Church

Features: Prayer after Mass, Night
Prayer, Prayer for All Souls and the Holy
Souls, Novena in Honor of Our Lady of
the Miraculous Medal, Chaplet of Di-
vine Mercy, The Reparation Rosary of
the Blessed Virgin Mary with private
meditation on the 15 Mysteries of the
Rosary, Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment reposed in the Tabernacle, and
Prayers for the Holy Father and his in-
tentions.

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville - A Holy Hour of Adoration
with the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: Aug.7
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

ST.LAWRENCE

HOLY HOUR
Canton — Holy Hour for Vocations to be
held.

Date: Every Tuesday

Time: 4:10 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: Holy hour followed by
Mass at 5:15 p.m.and confessions at
5:45p.m.

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation and
St.Raymond’s will have their monthly
Knights of Columbus Brunch.

Date: July 10 (Second Sunday of
each month)

Time: 8:30 a.m.t0 11:30

Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; Take-
outs available

Contact: For more information con-
tact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 315-
212-5166.

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg —The Legion of Mary will
pray the rosary with devotions for First
Saturday.

Date: Aug.6

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Ogdens-
burg

Features: Rosary with devotions

ROSARY DEVOTION
Massena - Sacred Heart Church to have
first Saturday Rosary Devotion.

Date: Aug.6

Time: 3:15 p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosary De-
votion to OUR Lady of Fatima. Confes-
sions will be available. Saturday Vigil
Mass at 4 p.m.

PICNICAND CELEBRATION
Massena — Parish picnic to be held
along with the celebration of Father
Mark Reilly’s 25th Anniversary of the
Priesthood.

Date: Aug.7

Time: Noon, following the 11 a.m.
Mass

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: Everyone is welcome!
There will be lots of food (featuring a
pig roast from Pig and Moo BBQ),
games for children (and adults, too!),
great company and conversation and
loads of fun for all!

Contact: We ask that if you plan to
attend, please contact the parish office
at 315-769-2469 and let us know how
many are coming, so we can properly
plan for the food.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

GUGGENHEIM ART
AND ADVENTURE DAYS
Saranac Lake - Does your child (11-15
years old) want to try the Camp
Guggenheim experience without com-
mitting to a whole week or does your
child just want more time at our home
on the water? This summer, Camp
Guggenheim is once again offering its
Guggenheim Summer Fun Days!

Date: July 5, Art Track with opportu-
nities for mask making, photography,
and more! July 6, Adventure track with
opportunities to try out Camp’s rap-
pelling wall, kayaking around Saranac
Lake, and more! Both days will con-
clude with an opportunity to attend
Mass!

Cost: $15 per day. Includes drinks
and snacks

Features: Your child is welcome to
attend one or both events (lodging not
provided and lunch not provided).

Contact: Register at
www.rcdony.org/summerfundays. If
you have any registration questions,
please contact, Jeannie Grizzuto, Youth
Office Administrator at: or 315-393-
2920 ext. 1413

ORGAN RECITAL WITH DON FEL-
LOwWs

Ogdensburg — As part of the celebra-
tion of the 150th Anniversary of the
Diocese there will be an organ recital
featuring Don K. Fellows, former Music

Director of St. Mary’s Cathedral and
Wadhams Hall Seminary.

Date: July 10

Time: 2 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Features: Don recently retired from
University of Pittsburgh as well as his
position as Organist and Director of
Music at Saint Paul Cathedral in Pitts-
burgh. Don has performed organ
recitals throughout the United States,
as well as Rome, Dublin, and Madrid.
Don will be playing on the Cathedral's
new Viscount Organ which was in-
stalled in 2020. It will be followed with
a Holy Hour and Papal Honors at 3 p.m.
There is no charge and all are welcome!

Contact: For more information
please contact Amy at the Cathedral
office, 315-393-3930 or secretary@sm-
cogd.org

PILGRIMAGE TO ST. ANNE'S
SHRINE
Isle LaMott, VT — Knights of Columbus
from throughout the Diocese of 0g-
denshurg will participate in the 74th
annual pilgrimage to St.Anne’s Shrine.

Date: July 17

Schedule: Bishop LaValley will cele-
brate Mass at 12:15 p.m. Following the
Mass the Peru K of C Council will serve
a luncheon on the shrine’s grounds.

Features: Beautiful St.Anne’s
Shrine is located on the shores of Lake
Champlain, only a few miles from the
Rouses Point Bridge. The Shrine’s reli-
gious history began in 1666 when the
French erected a fort and chapel. The
chapel was blessed in 1893,and a
beautiful statue of St. Anne, the mother
of Mary, was erected.

Contact: For more information,
please call Pilgrimage Coordinator Gor-
don Burdo at 518-563-2796

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM
Saranac Lake — Online registration is
now open for Family Guggenheim.

Date: Session 1 Aug. 18-21; Session
2 Aug.25-28; Session 3 Oct.7-9

Place: Guggenheim

Cost: Visit www.rcdony.org/family-
life/fg for more information

Features: Family Guggenheim wel-
comes families of all dimensions to
come enjoy a special weekend in the
beauty of the Adirondacks. Expect fun
family workshops and activities that
will have you working and laughing to-
gether. Celebrate Christ’s presence in
your lives through liturgy (often out-
side) and special prayer services. Take

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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NEW YORK (CNS) - Wise men
say only fools rush in —
and skip seeing "Elvis"
(Warner Bros), a highly
entertaining, tur-
bocharged biography of a
music legend.

This lavish, over-the-
top production has all the
creative hallmarks of its
flamboyant director, Baz
Luhrmann ("Moulin
Rouge!", "The Great
Gatsby"). The story un-
folds at a dizzying pace,
propelled by sensational
musical numbers, good
use of archival footage
and a star-making per-
lformance by Austin But-
er.

Although the script — by
Luhrmann, Sam Bromell,
Craig Pearce and Jeremy
Doner — turns soapy at
times, the true story re-
mains compelling, the
meteoric rise and tragic
fall of the biggest-selling
solo artist of all time, set
against the racially
charged music scene of
the 1950s and 1960s.

The story opens in rural
Mississippi, where young
Elvis (Chaydon Jay) is

(NS PHOTO/WARNER BROS.

AT THE MOVIES

This is the movie poster for "Elvis." The Catholic News Service classification is
A-1Il - adults. The Motion Picture Association rating is PG-13 — parents
strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under

13.
transfixed by the musical
vibe and suggestive

dancing of his African-
American neighbors, on
display (chastely) in
church services and (las-
civiously) in speakeasies.

Years pass, and Elvis
embarks on a music ca-
reer, drawing upon these
styles. With slicked-back
hair, a smoldering gaze
and swiveling hips, he is

an overnight sensation.
A carnival barker,
"Colonel" Tom Parker
(Tom Hanks, well-padded
with prosthetics), sees
his meal ticket and offers
to be Elvis' manager, with
the blessing of his par-
ents, Gladys (Helen
Thomson) and Vernon
(Richard Roxburgh).
Focusing on one of
Elvis' screaming female

fans, Parker recalls, "He
was a taste of forbidden
fruit. She could have
eaten him alive."

The overtly sexual na-
ture of Elvis' style es-
capes his saintly mother.
"The way you sing and
move is God-given,"
Gladys tells her son, "so
there can't be anything
wrong with it."

In this case, mother
doesn't know best. But
the dirt-poor Presleys
happily land on Easy
Street with Parker in tow.
The villain of this story
and a veritable Rasputin,
Parker keeps Elvis on a
short leash, while enrich-
ing himself on the side.

Competing for Elvis' at-
tention is the comely
Priscilla (Olivia De]Jonge),
who becomes his wife
and confidante, and
seeks in vain to shield
him from the excesses of
success.

Meanwhile Elvis faces
threats from the authori-
ties, who see him as a
threat to race relations
and the status quo, and
struggles to remain rele-

vant as tastes change
once a quartet of mop-
topped lads from Liver-
pool arrive in the U.S.

Surprisingly, Elvis'
movie career is glossed
over, denying viewers a
glimpse of his first
screen kiss with actress
Dolores Hart in 1957's
"Loving You." Hart fa-
mously left Hollywood
six years later to become
a Benedictine nun.

Overstuffed and furi-
ously paced, "Elvis" bor-
ders on sensory overload
- think shake, rattle and
roll on steroids. With its
well-known conclusion, it
remains a cautionary tale
best reserved for mature
teens and above.

The film contains sug-
gestive dancing, drug
use, implied adultery and
several profane and
crude oaths. The Catholic
News Service classifica-
tion is A-III - adults. The
Motion Picture Associa-
tion rating is PG-13 - par-
ents strongly cautioned.
Some material may be in-
appropriate for children
under 13.

Around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
time for great outdoor activities like
paddle boat rides, beach volleyball,
and hiking. You are never too young or
too old to enjoy being family at Camp
Guggenheim!

Contact: For more information,
please contact Steve Tartaglia at 315-
393-2920 or startaglia@rcdony.org

RACHEL'S VINEYARD RETREAT
Saranac Lake — After Abortion Healing
weekend to be held.

Date: Sept.2-4

Place: Guggenheim Center

Features: If you (or a friend) are
suffering after an abortion, you're not
alone. Consider participating in the
next Rachel's Vineyard retreat.The

weekend will be held at the main
camp to provide more social distanc-
ing. Each retreatant will have their own
room. Open to women and men.Don't
suffer alone. Help is available.
Contact: Registration is online at rc-
dony.org/pro-life or contact the Re-
spect Life office 518-524-0774 or
cminer@rcdony.org

BLUE MASS
Clayton — Bishop Terry R.LaValley cor-
dially invites all Police, Corrections, Fire
and EMS Personnel to the Diocese of
Ogdensburg Blue Mass.

Date: Sept.25

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: The entire Northern New

York Community is invited to join in
prayer for the safety and well being of
all first responders and public safety
personnel.

Contact: For more information con-
tact Fr. Chris Carrara, 315-605-1039,
ccarrara@rcdony.org

SIDEWALK ADVOCATES FOR LIFE

Experience Sidewalk Advocated for
Life's new virtual basic training 2.0.
Features: Sidewalk Advocates for
Life employs peaceful, prayerful, lov-
ing, and law-abiding outreach outside
of abortion centers to aid mothers in
crisis and connect them with life-af-
firming resources in the effort to save
their prebomn children and end abor-

tion. By God’s grace, this effort has wit-
nessed over 9,000 women turn around
at abortion centers and CHOOSE LIFE!
Contact: To get started, fill out the
brief application at sidewalkadvo-
cates.org/trainingapp. Upon receipt,
we'll be in touch with next steps for
accessing the online training.

e Search archived papers

n Find us on Facebook!

Visit our website
www.northcountrycatholic.org

e Read local stories and commentaries

e View diocesan events and much more g3
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On this Fifteenth Sun-
day, we find Jesus
answering a very
simple question:
“Who is my neigh-
bor?” In effect,
our neighbor is
anyone in real
need. It may be in
my own family, or
someone among
our friends, or it
might be anyone

strggling withad- Witnore_

diction, or some-

Monsignor
Paul E.

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

‘Who is my neighbor’

one we think of as an

enemy.
The wonderful
gospel  parable

today about the
Good Samaritan
tells it all.
Samaritans con-
sidered Jews their
enemies, but this
compassionate
one rescues his
enemy, binding up
his wounds and
pays for his treat-

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

READINGS
Deuteronomy 30:10-14
Colossians 1:15-20
Luke 10:25-37

ment. Would we do the
same? Or would we be
the ones to pass by on
the other side of the
street?

In the first reading,

Moses points out to his
people how easy it is for
them to obey the Law.

They won’t need to go
up into the sky or across
the sea.

The power is found in
their own mouths and in
their own hearts. It’s up to
them to carry it out in ac-
tion.

With the repeal of Roe
vs. Wade, we find much
anger and opposition
from those who may con-

sider us their enemies.
And we may think of
them as our enemies.

Who is my neighbor?
Can I help bring healing?
It comes through calm
defense of God’s Word
that He recognized us as
persons even from the
womb, with all the rights
to life and protection.

At every level | need to
ask, “Who is my neigh-
bor? How will I treat him?
How will I treat her?”

CALLED TO SERVE

A bunch of new preachers soon

It is almost preaching
faculty season.

That requires some ex-
planation.

When we say “preach-
ing,” you probably get my
gist. Technically it is a
speech, an oration, usu-
ally by an ordained per-
son to a congregation in a
church. Catholics call it
the homily. There is a
subtle difference.

The word homily is de-
rived from the Greek
word homilia, which
means conversation. The
homily that occurs after
the proclamation of the
Gospel during Mass on
Sunday is an interpreta-
tion of the scripture we
have just heard read.

The lector, usually a lay
person, presents scrip-
ture in the first and sec-
ond readings. A deacon
or a priest if a deacon is
not present proclaims the
Gospel.

The celebrant, a priest,
usually delivers the hom-
ily. Sometimes, I dare say
more often than in the
past, a deacon delivers
the homily.

The Catholic bishops of
the United States in their
document on the subject
said preaching “is noth-

ing less than a participa-
tion in the dynamic
power of the apostolic
witness to the very Word
that created the world,
the Word that was given
to the prophets and
teachers of Israel, and the
Word that became flesh.”

Priests and deacons,
who have spent countless
hours preparing and
studying scripture, the
Catechism, the writings
of the Church fathers, are
trained to preach. Most
are very good at preach-
ing. Some, none in our
diocese, could use a little
work.

When a man is ordained
a priest he receives,
among other things, the
faculty to preach at the
Sunday Eucharist and on
Holy Days.

In the Diocese of Og-
densburg, deacons do
not receive the faculty
when they are ordained.
They wait a year from or-
dination and then apply
to begin a process. If ac-
cepted, the deacon who
wants to be a preacher
needs a priest mentor
and then writes and de-
livers four different hom-
ilies over the next few
months.

If the critiques from
randomly selected
parishioners, the dea-
con’s pastor and
the deacon’s men-
tor are all favor-
able, the bishop
receives a recom-
mendation to
grant the deacon
the faculty to
preach. He, the
bishop, then de-
cides whether to
grant the faculty
or not.

Think of a fac-
ulty as permission. The
deacon, if granted, is now
allowed to preach at Sun-

Deacon
Kevin Mastellon

Relax this summer with
| your subscription to the
I North Country Catholic,

I The newspaper for the City

day Mass. That’s a big
deal.

For the preacher candi-
date it means the
fulfillment of his
formation. The
deacon prepared
for three vyears
during formation
to preach. Now,
God willing, he
will receive that
permission.

The homily, as
Pope Francis
wrote, is the voice
of God “who seeks
to reach out to others
through the preacher and
displays his  power

through human words.”

The permanent dea-
cons ordained last Octo-
ber will begin the process
soon of working toward
the faculty to preach.
Once received they will
share the responsibility
of preaching and teach-
ing at the Sunday liturgy
with their pastor and as-
sociates.

Pray for them all.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the Director of Per-
manent Deacons for the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.
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National meeting and steps forward

Earlier this month, we
were lucky to be able to
send our secretary to this
year’s Pontifical Mission
Societies’ national meet-
ing, where she was able to
meet with the new direc-
tor, his staff, as well as rep-
resentatives from offices
across the United States.
We continue to be a univer-
sal organization that
works together to provide
ongoing support for dioce-
ses in developing coun-
tries.

The Pontifical Mission
Societies (TPMS) supports
the daily activities of dio-
ceses across all of Africa
(excluding Egypt), all of
Asia (excluding the Philip-
pines), all of Oceania (ex-
cluding Australia), and
60-70 dioceses in Latin
America. The money we
collect yearly goes to
Rome to be distributed to
these parishes to allow

mbrett@rcdony.org

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the

Diocese of Ogdenshurg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith

Sr.Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296

them to minister to the
physical and spiritual
needs of those in their dio-
cese. When the Catholic
Church was originally
founded in the United
States of America, we re-
ceived support from other
national TPMS offices.
Now, we are able to give to
those who need help from
us.

Every year, the October
World Mission Sunday
(WMS) collection and our
Lenten and Christmas ap-
peals go directly to this
cause. Money raised for

the Missionary Childhood
Association (MCA) directly
helps the children in these
dioceses with food and
water, as well as assisting
in funding schooling and
faith formation. Finally, the
Saint Peter Apostle Appeal
(SPA) directly supports the
75,000 seminarians in the
aforementioned mission
territories.

Monsignor Kieran Har-
rington, our new director,
is looking to reanimate our
national branch of TPMS
and provide greater trans-
parency to our donors. We

Pontifical Mission Society representatives from around the United States
recently gathered for their national meeting.

are hopeful that our ongo-
ing efforts will encourage
your missionary hearts to
donate to those who other-
wise would not be able
keep their dioceses active
and care for those in need.

To be added to our mail-
ing list or to learn more
please feel free to contact

us at
amichael@rcdony.org.
More information can also
be found at our website
www.rcdony.org/mission.
And as always, please re-
member “The Society for
the Propagation of the
Faith” when writing or
changing your Will.

OBITUARIES

Brownville - Sally J. Parker, 62; Mass
of Christian Burial June 24,2022 at Im-
maculate Conception Church; burial in
Glenwood Cemetery.

Brushton - Elizabeth J. (Mayville)
Drumm, 86; Mass of Christian Burial
June 21,2022 at St. Mary’s Church.

Carthage - Joseph S.Shambo, 89;
Mass of Christian Burial June 27,2022
at St. James Church; burial in St.James
Cemetery.

Champlain - Fred G.Stone, 77; Mass
of Christian Burial June 21,2022 at St.
Mary’s Church.

Colton — Nancy J. (Webert) Demo, 87;
Mass of Christian Burial June 21,2022
at St. Patrick’s Church; burial in St.
Patrick’s Cemetery.

Constable — BarbaraT. (Rest) Dreez,
90; Graveside services June 20,2022 at
St.Francis of Assisi Cemetery.

Croghan - Linda (Martin) Hall, 83;
Mass of Christian Burial June 23,2022
at St. Stephen’s Church; burial in St.

Peter’s Cemetery, New Bremen.

Ellenburg — Anne Marie (Garrow)
Sylvester, 52; Mass of Christian Burial
June 25,2022 at St.Edmund'’s Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Gouverneur — Wilma Ruth (Weldon)
Girard, 91; Mass of Christian Burial June
28,2022 at St. James Church; burial in
St.James Cemetery.

Harrisville — Clyde “Ike” A. LaDuc, 88;
Mass of Christian Burial July 9,2022 at
St.Francis Solanus Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

Heuvelton — Bernard G. Hynes, 85; Fu-
neral Services June 23,2022 at Fox &
Murray Funeral Home; burial in Hill-
crest Cemetery.

Hogansburg — Travis R.Terrance, 23;
Mass of Christian Burial June 21,2022
at St.Regis Church; burial in St.Joseph’s
Cemetery.

Keeseville - Rita C. Sullivan, 95; Mass
of Christian Burial June 27,2022 at St.
John's Church; burial in Immaculate

Conception Cemetery.

Lowville - Jeffrey F. Sauter, 66; Mass
of Christian Burial June 25,2022 at St.
Peter’s Churchl burial in Croghan Men-
nonite Cemetery.

Malone — Edward “Ned” ). Lemieux,
84; Funeral Services June 22,2022 at
Frary Funeral Home; burial in Ladd
Cemetery, Duane.

Malone — Marie “Anita” (Soucy) Nor-
mandeau, 91; Mass of Christian Burial
June 24,2022 at Notre Dame Church;
burial in Notre Dame Cemetery.

Massena — Dale Dishaw, 57; Mass of
Christian Burial June 21,2022 at Sacred
Heart Church; burial in Calvary Ceme-
tery.

Massena — Susan J. Finkenbinder
Trombino, 74; Mass of Christian Burial
June 29,2022 at St.Mary’s Church.

Massena - Vincent Tyo, 91; Mass of
Christian Burial June 25,2022 at St.
Joseph'’s Church; burial in Calvary
Cemetery.

Morrisonville - Charles V.Trudo, 76;
Mass of Christian Burial July 1,2022 at
St. Alexander’s Church; burial in Mother
(abrini’s Shrine, Peru.

North Bangor — Stella (Benware) 0'-
Connor, 88; Mass of Christian Burial
June 23,2022 at St. Augustine’s Church;
burial in St. Augustine’s Cemetery.

Ogdenshurg — Bernadette B. (LaFave)
McLear, 90; Funeral Services June 28,
2022 at Fox & Murray Funeral Home;
burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

0gdensburg — Kent J. Pliner, 64; Fu-
neral Services June 22,2022 at LaRue
& Pitcher Funeral Home; burial in Og-
densburgh Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Hazel Marie Barber, 86;
Mass of Christian Burial June 24,2022

at Our Lady of Victory Church; burial in
Mt.Carmel Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Jane 0.Chagnon, 91;
Funeral Services June 23,2022 at
Brown Funeral Home; burial in St.
Amadeus Cemetery, Alburgh, VT.

Redford — Madelyn Parker, 88; Mass of
Christian Burial June 23,2022 at
Church of the Assumption; burial in
Saranac Independence Cemetery.

Star Lake — Robert Pommerville, 85;
Mass of Christian Burial June 22,2022
at St. Hubert's Church.

Watertown — John C.Webb, 58; Fu-
neral Services July 2022 at Cummings
Funeral Service, Inc.; burial in Glen-
wood Mausoleum.

D.L. CALARCO

Funeral Home, Inc.

Service Available

135 Keyes Avenue

Watertown © 782-4910
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